Case xxx.

A yard covered with smelling slag
Time: Sunday, September 1, at about 20.10

Place: 1,2 km N of the Strömtorp railway station (county of Örebro)

Someone at the Staff pencilled a note of this interesting case on a slip of paper noting that 

slag had been recovered on September 3 and sent to FOA 1 (the chemical section of the Research Institute of National Defence). The police report on the case:

”Degerfors police district. REPORT. Tuesday, September 3, 1946. On Monday, September 2, 1946 at 21.00 hours, editor Ragnar Jansson, Degerfors, reported by phone to this police station that he, shortly before, from painter Gösta Johansson, with address Box 1411, Degerfors, had received a report that Johansson on Sunday, September 1, 1946, in the evening, just north of the Strömtorp railway station in Degerfors, had observed a light phenomenon and that Johansson later, at the place of the sighting, had recovered coke-like objects of a considerable number. 

”Editor Jansson stated, on being questioned, that he had no intention of reporting the sighting in the press.

”For this reason and in accordance with the contents of the circular from the County Government Board of Örebro to the police chiefs of July 8, 1946, concerning measures in case of reported sightings of light phenomena, etc, an investigation has been performed, and whereby the following persons have been heard and stated:

”Painter Gösta Axel Johansson, born March 30, 1920, registered and living in Degerfors, postal address Box 1411, Degerfors:

”On Sunday, September 1, 1946, shortly after 20.00 hours he had cycled along the main road from the Strömtorp railway station towards Storegården in the Degerfors community. When it was about 20.10, the time he couldn´t state more precisely, and Johansson was about 100-125 m SE of the estate Tallhaga, Strömtorp, he had on the ground, immediately close to, and east of, the said estate, observed a fiery light, the size of which Johansson estimated at 2 x 3 meters. The light, which had a yellowish colour, had been completely invariable for about 10 seconds, whereafter it suddenly disappeared. The whole sight had seemed to Johansson as if there was a fire inside a room and the door all of a sudden was closed. 

”After about 5 seconds Johansson had sighted a complely similar light, in the same place, which after further 5 seconds vanished as suddenly as the previous one. Johansson had then left his bike and ran towards the place, but when he was only 30-40 m therefrom, it seemed to Johansson that there was an explosion without any sound. In the immediate vicinity of the estate in question, all of a sudden a glowing mass had started to be thrown around the yard [of the estate] and [had] fallen down in an area of about 15 x 20 meters, whereupon everything went dark again. 

”Johansson had then hurried up to, and into, the estate, where he told the family Arvid Pettersson, who live alone on the estate, about his sightings. None of the family members stated that they had seen anything unusual and had thus not seen anything of what Johansson had observed. When Johansson, then in the company of the estate owner, worker Arvid Pettersson, went out into the yard, a weak smell of gas could be noticed, but Johansson could not state what kind of gas it was the question of, if there was one. 

”Johansson states, on being questioned, that he during the whole time of his sightings not heard any sound. Neither had he seen any other persons in the vicinity. At the occasion there was darkness and had a rather heavy rain been falling, which had been the case without any interruption during the whole day of September 1. The ground had therefore been completely soaked with water. 

”Johansson had then, in the company of Pettersson, searched the ground where the phenomenon was seen, whereupon they found some coke-like objects, some of them like slag. Of these objects Johansson had brought along some to his house, since he had been interested in it. The objects had upon recovery been completely cold, since a good while had passed since ”the explosion”. There was, however, a clearly discernable gaslike smell from the objects. 

”On the next day, after having ended his work in the evening, Johansson reported his observations to editor Jansson of the Karlskoga-Kuriren. He had never thought of reporting to the police. On being questioned Johansson finally states that he had noticed nothing in the air before he first spotted the light on the ground.

”Mill worker Arvid Emanuel Pettersson, born on July 15, 1892, registered and living in Degerfors, postal address Tallhaga, Strömtorp: 

”He, who was living alone with his family on the estate Tallhaga, outside which the forementioned Johansson said he saw the light phenomenon in question, had on Sunday, September 1, 1946, been sitting in his house reading and listening to music on the radio. Pettersson, or someone of his family, who likewise were in the house, had not noticed anything unusual and had thus not known anything about Johanssons sightings until he, at about 20.15 hours, came into the house and told, in complete conformity to what he [Johansson] here previously has stated. Pettersson had followed Johansson into the yard, where they then made the observations reported by Johansson. Also Pettersson says he noticed a gas-like smell out in the yard, but could not either state what kind of smell it was. 

”Even on the following morning Pettersson had noticed the smell in the yard. The smell had, however, no harmful effect neither on Pettersson nor on any of his family members. After sunrise on Monday, September 2, Pettersson had seen that the whole of his yard and the fields of gras were covered with small coke-like objects, of which some were like slag. Such objects were also found on the steps to the house. Neither Pettersson nor his family members had not touched any of the found objects or in any way changed the appearance of the yard after Johansson had made his noted observations. No damage had occured on the estate by the incident. Neither Pettersson had thought of reporting the matter to the police.

”On Tuesday, September 3, 1946, the undersigned police sergeant, performed, in the company of the forementioned Gösta Johansson and Arvid Pettersson, an investigation of the place of the observation. There was found and recovered a multitude of coke-like objects, totaling about 3 cubic decimeters. Some objects were burnt and slag-like. The area of the yard, where the objects were recovered was measured at 25 x 15 meters. Any marks on the ground, which consisted of a graveled yard and lawn, could not be noted. Pettersson restated his earlier information that no measures had been taken neither on the yard or the lawns after the sighting by Johansson. Pettersson said he knew firmly that no such objects had been found in the yard or the lawns before. 

”Johansson was given the opportunity to show the places where he was when he made the different observations. It was then evident that he had a completely unblocked view towards the place close to the Tallhaga estate where he claimed to have seen the incident. 

”Any other persons, who possibly could have any information in this matter, has not been possible to find. Those objects found in the place, as well as those found by Gösta Johansson shortly after the sighting, which he brought to his house, are now in custody at this police station pending further advice.

”According to the General Staff map II.Ö.33, the Askersund area, the sighting has been made about 1.200 meters N of the Strömtorp railway station... Degerfors police station as above. signed /Gustaf Johansson/, police sergeant.”

The report was distributed up the chain of command, via the County Government Board and the Regional Staff to the Defence Staff, where Captain Birger Olin, of the Air Defence department, on September 10, ordered an analysis of the coke-like substances. FOA I found the following:

”The sample is made up of a large number of coke- and slag-like pieces which, by appearance, match completely with Sample 17 [case xxx] from Rynninge. The find can without further investigation be classified as ashes from a boiler, or similar. All sample objects are impregnated with a grey-brown powder, probably powdery ashes. Nothing in the find points to it having originated from a space projectile.”

Status: Unidentified (sightning) 

Sources: Police report, Sept. 3; Analysis report nr 27 from FOA I. 

September 3: Comments by a Moscow newspaper

September 3: Alexander Clifford in Stockholm

September 6: Committe meeting
To be translated...

Case xxx.

A ghost rocket found on Seskarön

September 6: A British intelligence document
September 7: Anglo-American exchange on rocket weapons

”
September 6-22: The Air Force fall exercise

September 8: ”V4 rockets being mass produced in south Germany”
September 9: A report from British intelligence
Five page report from the British Directorate of Intelligence (Research) available. Copy credit: Don Berlinger. To be entered into the text...

The British investigations (R.V.Jones, etc)
To be translated from Aalders (DN, 1988). See also appendix in the Condon report, etc.
Case xxx.

The September 10 meteor 

Case xxx.

The Thursday night bombman
Case xxx.

Powerline cut by a ghost-bomb
September 11: Steadman Teller on American remote-controlled rockets
Quoted in a UP message from Washington, August 11, Commander Steadman Teller, head of the Navy´s department for remote-controlled weapons, warned that in a third world war the Navy would be equipped with powerful radio-controlled rockets soaring the atmosphere at speeds of several thousand kilometres per hour, ”extinguishing” their targets with nuclear loads. Teller predicted that the Earth, ”a little further in time”, would be circled by small earthly rockets that would follow the earth like moons. [Helsingborgs Dagblad, Sept. 12]. 

September 14: ”Bombs radio controlled to crash into lakes”

September 17: Manne Siegbahn on the ghost rockets

” ”MISSILE” IS A METEORITE. SWEDISH PHYSICIST IS SKEPTICAL ABOUT REPORTS OF FIRING. Dr. Manne Siegbahn, 59-year-old Swedish nuclear physicist and Nobel Prize winner, who arrived yesterday from Gothenburg, Sweden, on the Swedish American liner Drottningholm, expressed doubts about recent reports that rocket bombs had been fired over Sweden. 

”. There is no clear evidence that any guided missiles have been flying over Sweden,” Dr. Siegbahn declared. ”I, myself, examined one reported to be such a missile and found it was a meteorite. I am very suspicious about the existence of any such things.”

”Dr. Siegbahn, who came to the United States to confer with American physicists, and as a Swedish delegate to the forecoming bidentential celebration of Princeton University, declared that ”hysteria” might have been a factor in reports about the missiles...” (New York Times, September 17)

The statement was circulated via the Associated Press (AP) and appeared in many Swedish papers. 

In their 1961 book, Charles A. Maney and Richard Hall commented on Siegbahns skeptical view as stated in the N.Y.Times article: 

”Does this sound familiar? It is an example, perhaps the first in the modern UFO era, of a competent scientist passing personal judgement on something which he has not even investigated, except very superficially. Since, by his own admission, he had only examined one report, his statement amounts to nothing more than personal skepticism. In the popular view, however, ”science has spoken”. The scientific method, it should be made clear, does not allow one scientist´s opinion based on investigation of one incident to be called a ”scientific” conclusion. The fact of the matter is that science has yet to investigate UFOs, and even to recognize that UFOs are a problem. As later in the United States, the Swedish military evidenced much more concern and came to very different conclusions after a long investigation.” 

Manne Siegbahn [1886-1978] was a professor of physics, who from 1937 headed the [Swedish] Academy of Science´s Institute for Experimental Physics (now the Manne Siegbahn laboratory). Siegbahn got the 1924 Nobel prize in physics for his research on X-ray spectrographs. During WWII Siegbahn helped organize the Swedish military physics research. 

Sources: New York Times, Sept. 17: Maney & Hall: The challenge of unidentified flying objects, 1961, pp. 33-34. 
September 19: Ten American top journalists touring Sweden
September 21: FOA report nr 2

September 21: South-Swedish airshow
The 1946 autumn defence training exercise ended on Saturday, September 21, with a spectacular airshow over the Lomma bay [on the straits of Oresund] to the north of Malmö. 250 planes from almost all air force wings took part. The show was witnessed by a line-up of Swedish military big brass, including the Supreme Commander, General Helge Jung. In the audience were four air attachés: from the US, Britain, France and the Soviet Union. ”50.000 crouched with fear of the Vampire”, the Helsingborgs Dagblad headed their full-page article. 

Source: Helsingborgs Dagblad, Sept. 23. 

September 24: Sundsvalls Tidning ”solves” the ghost rocket riddle
September 26: Ritchie Calder: ”a fantasy like the Loch Ness monster”

September 26: Committee meeting

To be translated
September 26: Bob Considine
One of the American journalists who took part in the Swedish tour (see September 19), Bon Considine of INS, published the following article in The Washington Post on September 27. The military attaché in Washington, Colonel Arvid Eriksson, sent the article to the Foreign Division of the Defence Staff. 

”NEW ROCKETS PART ”FIEND”, SAYS SWEDES.

Stockholm, September 26 (INS). - Russian rockets which have been appearing over Sweden since early last June are of an astonishing new type which Swedish air force informants assert are far superior to the German V-1, V-2 and similar American projectiles. 

Photo of Bob Considine.
”An air force officer, one of the few Swedish officials who will talk about the rockets, said today they perform with a ”partly human, partly fiendish intelligence. 

”The rockets have been coming over in several shapes, all sufficiently large to contain an atomic bomb warhead. The most efficient design appears to resemble the V-1 buzz bomb, somewhat enlarged, but with a startling versatility. 

”Though dozens of these bombs have streaked over Sweden by conservative estimates, none has left a crater. Those which landed simply disappeared. 

”This spooky evanescence is the source of chief worry, especially because no explosions have been reported. Nor has there been any trace of debris or bomb pits at the spots over which the rockets were last seen. 

””The only explanation for this phenomenon,” said the officer, ”is that the rockets may be able to consume themselves completely at a controlled moment.”

September 30: Marquis Childs
